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                             “It’s About The Bike” 
                                                       by 
                                          Dr. Ryan Wilson 
  

Long-time writer for the Christian Century, Martin Marty, wrote an article a number of years ago 
that talked about love, forgiveness, power and justice.  He told about a children’s sermon where 
the minister held up two signs.  One of the signs read “WELCOME” and the other sign read 
“KEEP OUT.” 
 
 As they began to talk about these two signs, the minister asked the children if they wel-
comed people at church.  “Yes.”  The children said they did it through smiles, hand shakes, ask-
ing for a name or showing a stranger around.  The minister asked if the welcome word were 
something they’d use if someone of another color came to their church.  “Yes,” they all an-
swered.  They were too young to have learned discrimination and prejudice.  Then, the minister 
asked, “Is the welcome word something you’d say if someone came who did not dress like you 
and who looked poor came to our church?”  Again, they all answered, “Yes.”  They didn’t know 
about classes of people. 
 
 Then, the minister said, “Let’s make it harder:  Would you say welcome if someone came 
who stole your bike?”  And the answer was “No!” unanimously.  KEEP OUT.  The minister re-
minded them of the pastor’s sermon from the previous week about forgiveness.  He said, “Jesus 
wants you to do and think differently.  Remember, it’s all about forgiveness.” 
 
 “No, it’s all about the bike!” a child piped up.  Whereas the minister had been picturing a 
scenario in which the thief had been apprehended, the stolen object had been returned and ad-
judication and repentance had occurred, to the child’s knowledge, no repentance or anything 
had been done.  Marty concluded by saying that the child reminded him that there are se-
quences and priorities.  Marty wrote, “You say it’s all about welcome and church and forgive-
ness?  No!  At least not yet.  It’s all about the bike.” 
 
 We hear Jesus’ words of “judge not, lest you be judged,” “turn the other cheek” or “let 
him that is without sin cast the first stone,” but Marty wonders if our biblical theology promotes 
the thought of “let’s all just be nice.”  Marty wonders about justice, love, and accountability in 
our world.  He thinks that the child was on to what Bonhoeffer called “cheap grace.”  How are 
we to respond to CEO’s, politicians, and scandalizers who want to get off the hook with a pas-
sive, “a mistake was made.”  What do you think?  Is it all about the bike? 



Notes From Jo Vickery                                      882-6685 

Children and Outreach           Jessica Williams                 985-3792 

Trinity has been transformed into Egypt and we are continuing our journey with Joseph.  Our volun-
teers are hard at work and having lots of fun sharing God’s love.  Even if you are not volunteering, you 
are welcome to stop in on Friday night for a guided tour as we finish our week with Joseph!  Friday 
night, July 2, is our family night, where parents and grandparents can explore this Holy Land Adven-
ture with their child(ren).   Please continue to pray for our volunteers and the children! 
 
Our rising 4th, 5th, and 6th graders have a week of rest before we leave for Camp Prism.  We will meet 
at the church at 8:15 AM on Tuesday, July 13.  Don’t forget that if you have not paid your second and 
final payment, then please do so as soon as possible.  If you have not turned in your medical release 
forms, you can turn those in on the Tuesday that we leave.  Our theme is “Free to Be… God’s People” 
and we will be learning about Moses and the Exodus.  We will be taking 15 boys and girls, so please 
pray for us!  Our chaperones are Julia Towe, Elizabeth Evans, James Torbert, Darren, and me.  We will 
return to church by 3:00 PM on Friday, July 16.   
 
Also, we have a fun Family Night planned for July 23.  We will meet at the church at 5:00 PM to cheer 
for the Greenville Drive as they play the Kannapolis Intimidators.  Plan on paying $8 per ticket and 
eating at the game.  We’ll stay for the fireworks!   Please sign-up on the children’s ministry board. 
 
Grace and peace, 
Jessica 
 
P.S.  I hope by now you have had the opportunity to meet James Torbert, our intern.  He has traveled 
and has more traveling do with the youth and he is one of the chaperones for Camp Prism.  He has 
been a great help, especially to me with our sport’s camp and VBS!     
 
 
 
 

July is here and our Sanctuary choir is having  “Wednesday night” vacation time.  That means they 
have been working very hard the past few weeks to be ready to sing each Sunday for worship.  We will 
also have other special musical selections by soloists, and men and ladies ensembles as well as hearing 
our handbells ring during the summer.  Our rehearsals will resume on Wednesday night, August 4th  at 
7:00 pm.   
 
We will welcome new members who may want to sing with us on a regular basis or just for the sum-
mer.  If you have talents to share with us through voice or instruments, give me a call for us to work 
together on times that are available.  May God be glorified through our  music as we worship and sing .   
 
Keep a song in your heart!   
Jo   
 



Youth News                            Darren Williams                              985-3795 

Tony Vincent                 Minister of Christian Education            888-7535 

Special Sunday Morning Conversation, July 4th, 9:30am 
We are fortunate to have Lance Laird, son of Dan and Sue Laird, with us on July 4th.  During the regular 
Sunday School hour, Lance will be leading a conversation about Christian-Muslim dialogue.  Lance is an 
Associate Professor of Family Medicine and Director of the Boston Healing Landscape Project at Boston 
University, and will be sharing stories of the diversity of our Muslim neighbors and the ways he has seen 
opportunities for dialogue and common ministry between our faiths.  Please be a part of this conversa-
tion in the Fellowship Hall on Sunday, July 4th.  All Sunday School classes and visitors are invited to attend! 
 

Summertime Supper Clubs Need You! 
On Wednesdays in July, why not join in a meal with your Trinity friends!  Sign up to either host or attend a 
Supper Club on the Christian Education bulletin board.  If you choose to host, you can coordinate the 
meal and what everyone will bring.  Or simply commit to preparing a dish and enjoying the summer eve-
nings with your church family!  For more information, see Tony; sign up today! 
 

Washington DC Trip Meeting, July 11th, immediately following worship 
If you have signed up to travel to Washington August 1-6, please plan on meeting briefly following wor-
ship to receive information pertinent to the trip.  There is still room for a small number of folks who may 
be interested in going on this trip.  For more info, see Tony asap! 
 

 

Middle School Pool Party, July 11 (4:00-7:00) 
 
The middle school youth, including the rising sixth graders, are invited to Ryan and Kay Wilson’s home 
for a pool party.  Hamburgers and hotdogs will be served for supper and I am sure we will manage to 
find something for dessert.  If you need directions or have any questions, call Darren, 985-3795 or Kay 
Wilson, 882-3083. It will be a great time and don’t forget to bring your bathing suit and towel. 
 

Appalachian Outreach, July 18-23 
 
It’s not too late to sign up for Appalachian Outreach.  We still have a couple of spots available for youth 
who are at least 14 years old. Appalachian Outreach is a mission experience in Jefferson City, TN.  Carson 
Newman University identifies families whose homes need repair and arranges for volunteers. Our church 
has worked with this organization for several years in the past.  This year we are working to help build a 
deck and do bath room repairs for an elderly lady in Rutledge, TN.  Pictures of the work site, a packing 
list, and a schedule are on the youth bulletin board and on the church website.  The cost for the trip is 
$165.00 and includes all meals and transportation during the week.  The youth will need money for 
lunch and supper on Sunday and a meal on the way back on Friday.  We will pack up the vans at 9:00 on 
Sunday morning July 18 and leave for Jefferson City, TN after Sunday school.  We will return to the 
church on Friday, July 23 by 12:01PM.  Please see Darren to sign up or to get more information. 
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WEEKLY ASSIGNMENTS 
DEACONS 

4-Al LeRoy  11-Rocky Nation 
18-Stephen Scruggs 25-Jim Tagtmeyer 

USHERS 
4-Kent Norman, Dale Hopkins, Joe Robinson, Buddy Poole, 
John Vaught, Tommy Shaver 
11-Tim Hydrick, Scott Foster, Chuck Middleton, Tony  
Williams, Greg Nimmons, Hazel McAlister 
18-Junior Bearden, Josh Barker, Will Derrick, Anthony Smith, 
John Fassino, Jason Crawford 
25-Gregg Davis, Gerry Dilworth, Jim Jackson, Frank Shaw, 
David Skyles, Jim Tagtmeyer 

COUNTING COMMITTEE 
4-Josh Barker, Buddy Poole, Kent Norman 
11-Martin Hemphill, Greg Towe, Shirley Headapohl 
18-Pat Cromer, John Harbin, Jack Dodd 
25-Anthony Smith, Joe Robinson, John Fassino 

SOUND SYSTEM  
4-Dan Gardner  11-Neil Fassino 
18-Ed Townsend  25-Greg Towe 

SUNDAY MORNING FELLOWSHIP 
4-Jim Tagtmeyer  11-Johnny Fassino 
18-John Huston  25-Joe Robinson 

NURSERY 
4-Emily Derrick, Susan, Anna & Austin Eades, Neil & Corry 
Fassino, Leigh O’Brien, Gail Roiser 
11-Kevin & Andrea Braner, Drew & Whitney Merck, Brian & 
Rebecca Sires, Brittany Towe, Elaine Turner, Kelley Williams 
18-Teri & Kristen Elliott, Laura & Addison Land, Rocky & 
Karon Nation, Mollie & Mary Grace Smith, Julia Towe, 
Kristen Williams 
25-John & Jamie Crum, Elizabeth Evans, Ginny Howell, John, 
Jill & Chelsea Huston, Jeff & Becky Nix, Morgan Townsend 
 
 

 
 

FLOWERS 
4-Mr. & Mrs. Mike Smith 
11-Mr. & Mrs. Martin Hemphill 
18-Mr. & Mrs. Robert Dubose 
25-Mr. & Mrs. Harold Smith 
If you place flowers in the sanctuary and do not pick them 
up by Tuesday morning, they will be delivered to shut-ins. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

LLL will be going to the Bowen’s cabin.  We plan to 
leave the church on July 29th at 10:00 a.m. to enjoy a 
wonderful day at the cabin with a covered dish lunch.  
Please sign up on the senior adult bulletin board. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
"Please welcome Ashlee Wiest-Laird to our pulpit on 
July 4th.  She is the pastor of The First Baptist Church in 
Jaimaca Plain in Boston, MA and the daughter-in- law of 
Dan and Sue Laird. 
 

 
The church office will be closed 
Monday, July 5th, in observance 
of the July 4th holiday.   
The summer daycare will be 
closed the week of July 5th-9th. 


